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long to discover his friends, A wife who is not free from lust and
is not yet ready to shecl it, perceives at once the passion hidden
in her husband's heart and secretly laughs at his feeble and fruit-
less endeavours while she herself remains fearless. None should
doubt that the brahmacharya which is constant and full of pure
love burns up the lust of the other person and reduces it to ashes.
Among the many beautiful images which I saw at Bclur, there was
one where the craftsman had given passion the form of a scorpion.
This latter had stung a woman. Its intensity had made her naked
and thereafter lifting its tail and lying at the woman's feet in the
pride of its victory, it smiled at her. There is the pleasant cool-
ness of brahmackarya in the eyes, in the touch, in the speech of a
husband who has conquered this scorpion. Within an instant, he
cools off and pacifies the lust around him.
MARRIAGE OF OLD AND YOUNO OR DEBAUCHERY?
I take the following extract from a sister's letter1:
There is justification in this sister's argument. But. the remedy
is the same that I have already pointed out.2 Society may well
boycott the man who practises debauchery. But if we accept the
plea that as long as society does not boycott an adulterous man
we should not boycott an old man who marries a child-bride, it
will take a long time to prevent such ill-matched unions. There
is no doubt that debauchery is to be condemned. Both parties are
willing partners in debauchery and when one of them wishes to get
out of this sin he or she can do so. In the case of a union of an
old man and a child-bride, there is room neither for reform nor
for atonement because dharrna itself comes in the way of stopping
that adharma. Dharma proves as a sort of shield to this so-called
conjugal relationship. Moreover, when adharma assumes the guise
of dharma, it is not less blameworthy but more so because hypocrisy
is added to it*
It is a matter of regret that society is as unconcerned about
unions of old men and child-brides as it is about adultery. Hence,
without confusing the two issues, the said sister, other sisters and
young men should take the question of such unions in hand and
build up public opinion against them. Those who wish to bring
1 Not translated here.   The correspondent, referring to Gandhiji's advice
that society should boycott old men who married child-brides, had asked how
that could be done when  many people considered such unions as permitted
and proper.   She added that there were men who though married kept mis-
tresses and society did not boycott such men.
2 Vide "My Notes", 8-7-1928, sub-title, "Marriage of Old with Young".